ing out the precept there laid down. His work, indeed, savours much more of the lamp than of the dissecting-room ; and of the study rather than the bedside of the sick. It will be a lasting-monument of the author's profound and multifarious reading;; and if a man have patience to wade through his pages, it will enable him to talk, and to dispute, on medical and physiological subjects; but we much question whether it will advance his knowledge as a practical man, or increase his perceptive powers in the detection and treatment of disease.
The opinion Lord Byron had of the Book to which we have above alluded as a literary work, coincides exactly with our own, respecting this as a medical one. " Burton's Anatomy of Melancholy," said he, " is the most useful book for a man who wishes to acquire the reputation of being well read with the least trouble.
But among the medley of quotations the superficial reader must take care, or his intricacies will bewilder him. If, however, he has the patience to go through his volumes, he will be more improved for literary conversation than by the perusal of any twenty books with which I am acquainted: at least in the English language."
In attempting an analysis of Dr. Paine's work, it will be in vain for us, among the contrariety of opinions and doctrines brought forward, to give more than a summary of his own views: indeed to do this will often be no easy task. His style is so verbose, and so interlarded with quotations, that it becomes bewildering, and we are frequently at a loss to know his meaning. We shall endeavour, however, to lay before our readers such brief practical comments and reflections, as a careful perusal has left on our minds,-and by this means we trust we shall do good service to many, who, like ourselves, have but little leisure for the discussion of these recondite and speculative opinions. Indeed, we apprehend that elaborate works of this kind meet with but few readers; and we fear that the circulation of Dr. Paine's book will but ill repay the labour bestowed on its compilation. The taste of the age (in this country at least) is against them: besides, men in actual practice have no leisure for the perusal of abstract and controversial subjects, and the time of students may commonly be better employed, in anatomical and experimental researches, and in clinical observations. We do not make these observations from any disrespect to the author; or with any wish to detract from his great research, and peculiar merits; but they are in accordance with our own views, for we And, 3rdly, that there is a sort of tertium quid, a middle matter termed sympathy, which forms the connecting link between the vital forces and organised matter, and which receives external impressions and communicates them to these vital forces.
The appendix is devoted to an examination of the theories of electricity, galvanism, &c. as to their being analogous to nervous influence, or in any way explaining its phenomena; which the author denies in toto, considering the nervous influence to depend on a cause quite independent of them.
The next essay is on the philosophy of blood-letting, and extends over 300 closely printed pages. We will endeavour to give a summary of the author's views; but we confess, amidst the obscurity which pervades his essay, we can neither discover his meaning in many parts, nor his object in writing it at all. He professes to detect errors in almost every writer on the subject, and the theory which he propounds is something like the following.
The first effect of blood-letting is a contraction of the bloodvessels; this is brought about not from its diminishing the quantity of blood, but from its action on the vital forces.
In leeching the contraction commences in the extreme vessels, and is propagated by sympathy?by continuity, or by remote consent, along the whole chain of vessels to the heart. The peculiar efficacy of leeching seems also to depend on some specific impression on the vires vitae, which no other mode of abstracting blood can exactly accomplish : and one of the advantages is the effect kept up on the vitafforces of the capillaries, and thence conveyed to the vascular system at large: hence, no matter how far the leeches are applied from the affected parts, the impression is propagated to it by continuity or remote consent. But theories framed to explain the causes and nature of disease, and the modus operandi of medical agents, have advanced, and probably will advance, but little the practice of medicine. They may assist us to explain some physiological facts, or the phenomena of some diseases ; but the successful treatment of them must mainly be learnt in the school of experience.
Dr. Paine's experience may have been extensive; but the perusal of his work leads us to the conclusion that his practice is founded on theory rather than on observation.
In every section of his essay, while he displays both industry of research and dexterity of applying quotations and references; he has at the same time, through eagerness to establish his favorite position, called into his service a number of remarks, many of which are greatly overstrained in their application, and others if strictly examined will be found to disserve his cause. Through the same anxiety to follow up his theoretic views, he advances opinions in various parts of his essay which if put in practice would, we think, prove highly dangerous. In page 337, he says, " We hold it (bloodletting) to be more important in infancy, under equal circumstances, than at any other age; and this ratio increases as we ascend to the hour of birth." In page 361, among the aphorisms with which he concludes his essay is the following.
" Blood-letting is equally safe at all periods of life, but is most indispens- 
